
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
BARROW

Meeting date: 18 January 2016

From: Corporate Director – Environment & 
Community Services

COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER – HAWCOAT PARK SPORTS 
CLUB

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report advises of a request from Hawcoat Park Sports Club for a 
Community Asset Transfer of the playing fields at the rear of the former 
Furness Academy North Site on Thorncliffe Road.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Council Plan for 2014 – 2017 sets out the Council’s priorities and 
this report supports the delivery of the Community Strategy and 
Council plan priorities to enable communities to live safely and shape 
services locally, to promote health and wellbeing, and tackle poverty, 
to support older and vulnerable people to live independent and healthy 
lives.  This also meets the Barrow Area Plan 2014-17 improving health 
and wellbeing and tackling poverty.

2.2 The assets the Council owns in local communities play an important 
part in enabling voluntary groups to come together and offer 
communities a range of activities and services that benefit the social 
and economic wellbeing of an area. Transferring assets to 
communities is an option where it is felt that this would support the 
achievement of the Council’s priorities.

2.3 In terms of Community Asset Transfer the Council’s commitment is to 
identify opportunities where there is potential for a transfer and/or for 
development potential to be realised. This is in line with the Council’s 
Strategic Asset Management Plan.

2.4 The Council’s approach to transferring assets to the community is 
described in the Community Asset Transfer policy that has been 
agreed by Cabinet. Consideration is on a case-by-case basis; involving 
an assessment of any proposals being made against the well-being 
benefits to the community and whether it presents value for money. 
The Council’s approach is intended to ensure that any transfer of 
property to the community groups will facilitate the enhancement of 
community facilities and support the delivery of high quality, customer 
focused services for the community.
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2.5 In considering the potential for an asset transfer the Local Committee 
needs to consider its duties under the Equality Act 2010; and in 
particular how the transfer of any asset would support the Council’s 
aspirations for Equality for All.  Before a decision is taken to undertake 
an asset transfer or agree to long lease being granted, an assessment 
of impact on the protected characteristics as defined in the 2010 Act is 
undertaken so that any transfer taking place supports the Council’s 
approach to equality.  Equality Implications have been considered as 
part of the Officer Assessment for the individual application.

2.6 The Business Case for the Community Asset Transfer will be presented 
to Cabinet in March 2016.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 Members are asked to note the request from Hawcoat Park Sports Club 
for a Community Asset Transfer of the playing fields at the rear of the 
former Furness Academy North Site on Thorncliffe Road.

3.2 Members are asked to provide their views regarding this request

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The Council has been approached by Hawcoat Park Sports Club seeking 
the transfer of the playing fields on the former Furness Academy North Site 
that have been historically used by Hawcoat Park Rugby Section with 
permission of the former Thorncliffe School.   The area of land to be 
transferred lies in the region of 3ha (7acres). The value of the land lies in the 
region of £70,000.

4.2 The Community Asset Transfer (CAT) process allows the Council to transfer 
properties or land for community benefit without seeking a market price for 
purchase, subject to certain conditions being met. The assets the Council 
owns in local communities play an important part in enabling the community 
to come together and can support a range of activities and services which 
benefit the social and economic wellbeing of an area, as well as provide 
opportunities to enhance the health and wellbeing of the local community.

4.3 The playing fields were originally part of Furness Academy North Site 
(formerly Thorncliffe School) who permitted use of them by Hawcoat Park 
Rugby Section.  The Academy North Site School buildings have been 
demolished with a new Academy (Furness Academy) being built on Park 
Drive.  The former School land is now being developed for residential 
dwellings.  Neither the School nor the Council has any requirement for the 
playing fields.  

4.4 Hawcoat Park Social Club runs various sports sections with Hawcoat Park 
Rugby section operating every junior age group team and first and second 
adult teams.       

4.5 Hawcoat Park currently maintains and operates 2 football pitches, 1 rugby 
pitch, 2 bowling greens, 1 cricket pitch, 3 grass and 6 hard standing tennis 
courts and a training pitch. 
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4.6 The acquisition of the playing fields will help supplement the Club’s existing 
sporting facilities and also allow them to meet the demand from their junior 
rugby and football teams.  The acquiring of the playing fields will not place 
any additional burden on the Club as they already have an organised set up 
of maintenance of their existing facilities.  The extra playing fields will 
enhance their current facilities and ensure it is available to the community in 
terms of sporting facilities.

4.7 The Club has worked hard since it became independent of BAE in 2008, in 
2011 setting up a new unpaid volunteer Board of Directors and in March 
2015 acquiring a 30 year lease.  They have recently undertaken the 
refurbishment of the Clubhouse in terms of improvement to kitchen facilities, 
upstairs lounge and bar area and toilets through grant funding and its own 
resources.  The Social facilities of the Club provide the community with 
functions and community events and complement their sporting facilities.

4.8 This Community Asset Transfer policy gives the opportunity for the Club to 
take on ownership of the playing fields and respond to demand for the 
provision of additional sporting facilities.  This in turn also provides the club 
with increased membership and sustainability for the future.  

4.9 Transfer would be on the following basis:
A 100% claw back clause is inserted into the transfer, so that should the 
Club obtain planning approval for development then the Authority will be 
entitled to receive 100% of the increase in value due to the obtaining of such 
planning approval.  This claw back is to be unrestricted in terms of time and 
therefore would be effective right into the future.
A restrictive covenant to be inserted restricting the land to be used for sport 
and recreation for the community.  This is to ensure that the land is 
maintained as playing fields for community use.

4.10 There will be no loss of income to the Authority as Cumbria County Council 
receives no income off the land at this time.

4.11 There will be no costs saved from the transfer as Cumbria County Council 
has no plans to spend anything on the land. 

4.12 The Local Member Councillor Dave Roberts is supportive of the transfer and 
the Area Support team will work with the club to progress the business case 
through the Community Asset Transfer process.  Members will be kept up to 
date on any significant issues arising from the process

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members may wish to support the application.
5.2 Members may wish to suggest alternative actions.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 At this point there are no direct financial implications arising from the 
recommendations other than to note that proceeding with the Community 
Asset Transfer would have resource implications for future consideration. 

Appendix 3



6.2 Any transfer would need to receive Cabinet approval and full financial 
implications would be considered at that point.

6.3 Any transfer would mean that the Council would relinquish control over the 
existing site and its future development.  However, it is proposed that a 
clawback clause in the event of planning approval to develop the asset and 
a restrictive covenant on use of the asset be included in any transfer 
agreement (paragraph 4.9). 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council’s Strategic Asset Management Strategy adopted by 
Cabinet on 28 July 2011 states that “Local Councillors’ ongoing input into 
property requirements to meet their communities’ needs will be essential. 
Our resources and solutions will need to be tailored to an individual area’s 
needs and in order to deliver and establish this local Member and 
Committee engagement will be essential and ongoing”.  One of the Local 
Committee’s non-executive functions is to support the development of 
community empowerment through locality working (incorporating community 
engagement, community governance and responsive management) within 
their area and to make recommendations to the Council, Cabinet or Scrutiny 
Boards as appropriate.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 Hawcoat Park Sports Club has historically used the playing fields and can 
evidence maintaining and operating its current sports facilities.  The land is 
surplus to the Council’s needs.  A Community Asset Transfer would give the 
club the security of tenure to provide training and playing facilities for its 
sporting teams and keep it in community use for the foreseeable future.  

8.2 The Area Support Team will work with officers from a range of disciplines 
within the Council to support the Community Asset Transfer process

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director - Environment & Community Services

17 December 2015

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 - Map of playing fields

Electoral Division: Hawcoat

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A
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Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Alison Meadows, 01229 407576, Alison.Meadows@cumbria.gov.uk
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